ST.  MICHAEL'S  MOUNT

St. Keyne. Certainly a shrine existed there when Edward the
Confessor, inspired no doubt by the monastery already estab-
lished at Mont St. Michel, founded the Benedictine Priory of
St. Michael Juxta Mare. After the Conquest the Priory was
annexed to the Abbey of Mont St. Michel and it remained an
alien Priory for 350 years, its Priors being usually Frenchmen.
The twelfth-century rebuilding of the church was the work of
Abbot Bernard of Bee. But though the island was monastic its
position soon made it of military importance. When Richard I
was absent on the Crusades, Henry de Pomeroy, a supporter of
John, seized the island and threw up defensive works to
guard the narrow pathway which was then the only approach
to the Priory. Richard on his return ordered the sheriff to
besiege the island, which surrendered in 1194. Thereupon the
King, while restoring the monks, put in a Castellan in charge
of the defences of the Mount, which was now regarded as a
royal fortress. By the fifteenth century the buildings had
assumed the shape of a quadrangle, consisting of the Church,
a smaller chapel for the garrison and lodgings for the
captain and priests, while the rest of the monastic buildings
were in the lower ward. The Church of St. Michael and
in particular the lantern tower known as St. Michael's
Chair were much frequented by pilgrims, whose offerings
enabled the Church to be rebuilt throughout in the Perpen-
dicular style.

Twice in the fifteenth century the Mount was the scene of
a desperate enterprise. In 1472, John de Vere, Earl of Oxford,
a Lancastrian exile, appeared in Mount's Bay with two French
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